
 

 

News & Notes: Independence Day Weekend in San Diego: By the 

Numbers 

 

SAN DIEGO - As we approach the Fourth of July holiday weekend, the National University System 

Institute for Policy Research (NUSIPR) collected industry data and made baseline estimates on some of 

the unique consumer expenditures and visitor trends occurring within the region. 

KEY FINDINGS: 

 More than 950,000 visitors are expected to visit San Diego City beaches. This estimate is 

similar to 2014 (953,600) and 2013, when more than a million visitors flocked to city beaches 

over the holiday weekend. Countywide, San Diego has 70 miles of coastline.  

 An estimated 1.1 million pounds of beef will be sold in San Diego County this week. Based on 

2014 sales, the top three beef cuts that will be purchased this week are 1) ground beef, 2) 

boneless ribeye steak, and 3) bone in ribeye steak. (FreshLook Marketing, National Cattlemen’s 

Beef Association) 

 Countywide, approximately 1.5 million hot dogs will be consumed over the holiday weekend. 

(North American Meat Institute) 

 National consumer surveys identify Fourth of July as the most popular grilling holiday (53%), 

followed by Memorial Day (14%) and Labor Day (6%). (Praxi Group, Consumer Grilling Survey, 

2012) 

 Whole watermelon sales are projected to exceed more than 229,000 melons this week in San 

Diego County. (FreshLook Marketing, National Watermelon Promotion Board) 

 The San Diego Bay fireworks display has measureable economic benefits. A 2012 analysis 

found that the “Big Bay Boom” fireworks show generated $10.6 million in total economic 

benefits for the region, including $6 million in additional revenue from lodging, retail purchases, 

restaurants, and tourist attractions.  

 

About the National University System Institute for Policy Research 

The National University System Institute for Policy Research (NUSIPR) is a non-partisan, non-profit 

organization that formulates and promotes high quality economic policy, and public opinion research so 

as to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of local governments in San Diego County and to improve 

the quality of life enjoyed by the region’s residents. 



NUSIPR publishes regular independent research and analysis for the public on a range of topics, 

including unemployment, business growth, and the San Diego housing market. The Institute also works 

collaboratively with clients to develop high quality research products that are tailored to their policy 

needs. 


