
 

 

 

June 2014 Election: Voter Fatigue in San Diego 

 

Executive Summary 

On the eve of Election Day, the National University System Institute for Policy Research (NUSIPR) 

projects a very low turnout rate in San Diego County. Using election data from the Registrar of Voters, 

NUSIPR evaluated the early ballots received for the June 3rd gubernatorial primary election.    

Overall, we found that: 

 Voter turnout will reach a historic low. Absentee ballot returns have been very slow this 

election. Due to local voter fatigue and low-profile contests, NUSIPR projects total voter turnout 

to be in the range of 18-23%. 

 Citywide, Democratic voters lead the absentee ballot count. While Republican ballots have a 

higher return rate, more Democratic ballots have been cast than GOP ballots.  

  The Republican Party leads the early ballot count in two key City Council races. Higher GOP 

voter turnout in Districts 2 & 6 buoys the electoral prospects of San Diego City Councilwoman 

Lorie Zapf in District 2 and candidate Chris Cate in District 6. 

 More than 30,000 ballots will be cast on Election Day. Approximately 20-30% of ballots will be 

cast at polling locations on Election Day. Combined with absentee ballots turned in to polling 

locations on Tuesday, the Election Day ballot tally will be more than 30,000. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Early Voting 

As of Saturday, May 31st, 210,700 issued absentee ballots have been returned in San Diego County, 

reaching a 24.5% total turnout rate. Countywide, 13.6% of all votes have been cast. 

In the City of San Diego, 90,700 absentee ballots out of 346,000 have been returned, generating a 26% 

turnout rate. With 660,000 registered voters, this comprises 13.7% of all registered voters. Looking at 

political party, the total number of Democratic votes cast citywide is approximately 37,000, while GOP 

ballots tally behind at 33,000. Both parties outpace ballots returned by Decline to State voters (16,900). 

However, comparing party registration to returned ballots, Republican turnout (19%) edges out 

Democratic turnout (14%). Both outpace Decline to State voter turnout (9%). 

In the contests for City Council Districts 2 and 6, overall voter turnout (15.1%) is somewhat higher than 

the citywide and countywide rates, a result of contested local races with multiple quality candidates on 

the ballot. As illustrated in the following table, the GOP is surpassing Democratic and districtwide 

turnout rates, despite having fewer registered voters in both districts.  

Table 1: Voter Registration vs. Participation in Council Districts 2 & 6 

District 2 Total Democratic Republican Decline 
to State 

Party 
Registration 

                
82,123  

                
28,423  

                
24,184  

     
24,565  

Voters That 
Have Cast 
Ballots 

                
12,394  

                  
4,642  

                  
5,045  

        
2,234  

Percentage 
Voting 

15.1% 16.3% 20.9% 9.1% 

     

District 6 Total Democratic Republican Decline 
to State 

Party 
Registration 

                
71,106  

                
23,802  

                
22,316  

     
21,501  

Voters That 
Have Cast 
Ballots 

                
10,713  

                  
3,823  

                  
4,281  

        
2,214  

Percentage 
of Party 
Voting 

15.1% 16.1% 19.2% 10.3% 

 

Final Voter Turnout 



Based on the rate of absentee ballot returns thus far, NUSIPR projects a final 18%-23% voter turnout 

rate. This would be significantly lower than the turnout rate for the February 2014 Special Consolidated 

Election for the City of San Diego and Solana Beach (43.5%) and the November 2013 City of San Diego 

Special Municipal Election (35.5%). In comparison, the countywide turnout rate for the 2010 

Gubernatorial Primary Election was 38%. As for the cause of this phenomenon, NUSIPR identifies voter 

fatigue from the two recent mayoral elections and low-profile local contests on the ballot that have 

struggled to generate broad, public interest. 

Furthermore, we expect that approximately 20-30% of ballots will be cast at polling locations on Election 

Day, which is within the range of poll voting from prior low turnout elections in San Diego (19%-32% of 

total vote). Combined with absentee ballots turned in to polling locations on Tuesday, the Election Day 

ballot tally will likely be more than 30,000.  

 

Conclusion  

With the election in the final stretch, and with a handful of ballots possibly changing the outcome of a 

local election, NUSIPR anticipates the race for votes will continue until polls close on Election Day at 

8PM. With an estimated 30,000 votes yet to be cast in the City of San Diego, candidates still have an 

opportunity to sway voters, particularly low information voters, on whom to vote for on Tuesday.  

 

About the National University System Institute for Policy Research 

The National University System Institute for Policy Research (NUSIPR) is a non-partisan, non-profit 

organization that formulates and promotes high quality economic policy, and public opinion research so 

as to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of local governments in San Diego County and to improve 

the quality of life enjoyed by the region’s residents. 

NUSIPR publishes regular independent research and analysis for the public on a range of topics, 

including unemployment, business growth, and the San Diego housing market. The Institute also works 

collaboratively with clients to develop high quality research products that are tailored to their policy 

needs.  

  


