
 

 

NEWS AND NOTES 

Summertime and the San Diego Economy 

 

Memorial Day weekend marks the beginning of summer, San Diego’s busiest tourism season.  Millions of 
people will make at least one trip to a local beach and hotel occupancy rates will spike.  Over the next 14 
weeks more than 100,000 people will be visiting San Diego County on any given day.  The National 
University System Institute for Policy Research (NUSIPR) compiled and analyzed the following figures to 
illustrate just how important the “summertime economy” is to San Diego’s overall economic prosperity. 

This summer, NUSIPR projects: 

 21 million visits to San Diego County beaches between now and Labor Day 
 
Using data from the United States Lifesaving Association, NUSIPR estimates that in 2013 there 
will be 39 million visits to San Diego County beaches.  The majority (53%) of those visits will be 
made in the 14 weeks between Memorial and Labor Day, resulting in approximately 21 million 
visits.  The total number of summer beach visits in San Diego is substantial; if each visitor laid 
their beach towel end to end, they would circle the Earth. 
 

 $450.3 million will be spent as a result of County beach trips 
 
According to a survey conducted in 1998, a family of four visiting the beach will spend, on 
average, $60.07 dollars between gas, food, drinks and items like beach toys and 
sunscreen.  Accounting for inflation and the cost of living in San Diego, we estimate that this 
summer nearly half of a billion dollars ($450.3 million) will be spent going to local beaches.   
 
 

 During an average summer day 114,000 tourists are visiting San Diego 
 
During the summer, the number of visitors in the County jumps 45% over the rest of the year. 
On an average summer day, more than 114,000 tourists will be enjoying San Diego County, 
more than the entire population of the City of Carlsbad.   

 

 



 The City of San Diego will collect more than $52 million in transient occupancy tax over the 
next 14 weeks. 
 
With tourism spiking during the summer, hotels will run at near capacity.  Occupancy rates 
average 83% in the summer versus 66.5% the rest of the year. We project that 1/3 of all hotel 
revenue in the County will be collected between June and August.  Within the City of San Diego, 
NUSIPR estimates summer visitors will leave behind more than $52 million in transient 
occupancy taxes (TOT), funding vital general fund services like police and fire protection as well 
as San Diego’s continued investments in the arts, convention center, and other amenities 
enjoyed by both tourists and local residents. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About the National University System Institute for Policy Research 

The National University System Institute for Policy Research (NUSIPR) is a non-partisan, non-profit 
organization that formulates and promotes high quality economic policy, and public opinion research so 
as to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of local governments in San Diego County and to improve 
the quality of life enjoyed by the region’s residents. 

NUSIPR publishes regular independent research and analysis for the public on a range of topics, 
including unemployment, business growth, and the San Diego housing market. The Institute also works 
collaboratively with clients to develop high quality research products that are tailored to their policy 
needs.  


