
 

NEWS AND NOTES: 

A Transforming Economy:   

A Ten Year Retrospective on San Diego and Employment   

 
The recent release of the December 2014 employment and occupational data for San Diego County 

provides an opportunity to examine how employment has changed since 2004.  During the past 10 years 

the region experienced one of its largest housing bubbles, its greatest modern-era housing bust, and its 

deepest downturn and recovery since the Great Depression.  In this decade the region has transformed 

itself in important ways and presents policy makers with significant challenges as they seek to create a 

more prosperous San Diego and an economy that serves the interests of all the region’s residents.   

 The construction industry has shrunken over the past decade 
 
In 2004 the Construction industry accounted for nearly 7% of all employment.  By December 

2014, it had shrunken to under 5%.  In gross terms, 23,000 fewer San Diegans now work in 

Construction compared to a decade ago.   

 Healthcare services has grown substantially  
 
In 2004 110,000 San Diegans worked in the healthcare services sector.  A decade later that 
number has swelled to more than 157,000.  As a share of employment, the sector had growth 
from accounting for 8.5% of non-farm employment in the region to more than 11.5% a decade 
later.   
 

 Hospitality grew, manufacturing shrunk  
 
The number of people employed in manufacturing has declined by more than 6,000 between 
2004 and 2014.  The number of San Diegans employed in the restaurant industry has grown by 
23,000. 
 

 The number of Middle Wage Occupations has significantly declined  
 
Between 2003 and 2013 the region has lost a net of nearly 52,000 jobs that pay between $18 
and $27 an hour, principally in manufacturing and construction related positions.  At the same 
time it has added a significant number of higher wage occupations in technical fields, healthcare 
practitioners, and business services. 
 
 

 As of 2014, 29% of occupations in San Diego County paid less than $13.07 an hour.  
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About the National University System Institute for Policy Research 

The National University System Institute for Policy Research (NUSIPR) is a non-partisan, non-profit 

organization that formulates and promotes high quality economic policy, and public opinion research so 

as to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of local governments in San Diego County and to improve 

the quality of life enjoyed by the region’s residents. 

NUSIPR publishes regular independent research and analysis for the public on a range of topics, 

including unemployment, business growth, and the San Diego housing market. The Institute also works 

collaboratively with clients to develop high quality research products that are tailored to their policy 

needs.  


